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President’s
Riffle

Conservation initiatives:
• Define key WFFC Conservation initia-

tives and form collaborative conservation group 
coalitions  to pursue corrective actions 

• Washington Government and WDFW focused 
steelhead, trout, cutthroat and salmon public ad-
vocacy and political activism WFFC actions

• Organize “hands on” membership con-
servation restoration projects work parties

You may ask, how are we going to accomplish 
these challenging initiatives? We can only do if 
the membership participates in WFFC Committees 
who are responsible for planning and implement-
ing these initiatives.  Shortly, Committee Chairs 
will be reaching out to all who indicated expressed 
interest to participate in their committee in their 
membership application. The only way that the 
club can reach its 100th Anniversary, is with your 
help, so joint a committee and make it happen.

At the July Dinner Meeting, Keith Roe will 
talk on how to catch huge Lahontan cutthroats 
in Omak Lake. In addition, we will follow the 
Bylaws process and form a Nomination Com-
mittee of 5 members, who will recruit the slate 
of 2020 board members to be voted on at the 
November Dinner Meeting. Incumbent offi-
cers are ineligible to be on this Committee. 

Hope you all will attend the July Dinner meet-
ing to help propose and vote on members to 
serve on the 2020 Nomination Committee.

Tight Lines – Jim Goedhart

I hope that you 
all have sched-
uled several fish-
ing trips for the 
summer! My wife and I fished for 3 days in 
Ireland last month and one of my good friends 
and I will be fishing on the Elk River near 
Fernie BC this month. Go fishing you all!  

At the May dinner meeting we celebrated the 
WFFC’s 80th anniversary. Chuck Ballard talked to 
us about the club’s founding in 1939, how it help 
to establish the first Fly Fishing only streams in 
the State of Washington and about the good times 
all had at the past club meetings and outings. After 
Chuck, I spoke on the Board’s view of the follow-
ing membership and conservation actions need to 
enable the club to reach its 100th anniversary.

Membership Initiatives:
• Increased Membership involve-

ment in WFFC Committees
• More fly fishing speakers at dinner meet-

ings with round table informational topics
• Organized more ad hoc rivers and 

destination fly fishing Outings
• Develop methods to promote new 

member Outings participation (i.e. loan-
er water craft and mentors)

• Enhanced and expanded Education Classes
• Reinstitute the WFFC Summer Picnic in 2020
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Christmas Holiday Dinner 
and Auction

SAVE THE DATE and DONATE! 

December 17th , 2019 will be the WFFC Christmas Annual Holiday Dinner
and Auction!

Greetings! It’s me again, this year’s wrangler for the December Dinner and 
Auction. I REALLY need your help with your generous donations. Plan to 
bring your sweetheart, family (adults), prospective members and friends to our 
WFFC fun, entertaining, and delicious Annual Holiday Dinner and Auction.
Support our club’s annual fund raiser and our meaningful community service 
programs such as Healing Waters and Reel Recovery all while reeling in fab-
ulous auction items and having a good time! Mark the Date and Donate! Then 
make a call this month to donate an auction item in support of this great event.

Happy hour starts around 5:30 with plenty of time to peruse a wide selection 
of auction items and visit with fellow WFFC members and close friends! Dinner 
will be served at 7:00 with wine on the tables and your special entrée choice 
made when you register. A gourmet meal followed by a delicious dessert. Then 
the auction fun begins. Come join your fellow club members along with our 
Auctioneers, as they outdo each other to win your hearts, your dollars and enter-
tain you throughout the evening. As our annual and primary fundraiser, we count 
on your support of our club activities through attending and participating in 
the silent and live auctions and raffle selections. We also count on the generous 
support of members and businesses that donate to help us fund our conservation 
projects, veterans’ programs,youth programs, homeless outreach and outings.

We need YOUR HELP compiling a great selection of auction items. If you 
have items, ideas, outings or services you’d like to donate to a great cause, now 
is the time! We can also provide ideas for you to consider. Please contact Debo-
rah Katz (206) 769-5178 or email: dnaomikatz@gmail.com and like Santa, she 
will pick up your items or arrange printed auction gift certificate for items such 
as trips, dinners, weekend stays, or guided fishing outings. Weekend getaway 
at a cabin or condo? Guided fishing day on local waters? Spare rod or reel that 
you’ve rarely use? Artwork you are ready to part with? Recommendations for 
guides, lodges, local activities or restaurant contacts? Now’s the time to make 
a call for a good cause! Registration will be available on the WFFC web site in 
November for dinner selections and to 
register guests. SO SAVE THE DATE 
on your calendar and remember to Sign 
up in November to reserve your spot! 

Reservations will include dinner, 
salad, your choice of entrée, scrump-
tious dessert, and wine. The cama-
raderie and fun are free! See you in 
December and make a call now to 
support your club with a donation!

~Deborah Katz
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WFFC Foundation Report
This is meant as a report to the general membership of the re-

cent activities of the WFFC Foundation up to this point in 2019.

We have made the following contributions
$2,500 to Reel Recovery.  This is a program for men who are go-

ing through cancer recovery to introduce them to fly fishing.
$2,500 to Cast for Recovery.  This is a program for women who are go-

ing through breast cancer recovery to introduce them to fly fishing.
$1,000 to the Northwest Youth Conservation Fly Fishing Acade-

my.  This is a week- long school for youth to learn fly fishing.
$2,000 to Western Rivers Conservancy.  This WRC buys stream 

side parcels in Washington and Oregon to enhance fish survival.
$5,000 to the University of Washington “Mud on Boots” pro-

gram in recognition of the 100th anniversary of the Fisher-
ies School.  Our contribution was matched at 100%.

The total contributed is $13,000.  We currently have a balance of slight-
ly over $38,000, so If you have a suggestion where the WFFC Founda-
tion can provide funds to a worthy endeavor, please let me  know.

Thanks
Mike Wearne

         
      Once again, I had the oppor-

tunity and pleasure of participating 
in the program which exposes young 
people from ages of 12 to 16 to all 
aspects of fly fishing and demonstra-
tion of many considerations regarding 
conservation. This week long ‘camp’ 
is primarily sponsored by the Wash-
ington Council of Trout Unlimited 
and Washington State Federation of 
Fly Fishers and is hosted by members 
of the Olympia Chapter of TU and 
the South Sound Fly Fishers. Enroll-
ment fee is $300, and each student 
is required to include an essay and 
letter of recommendation from a 
school official along with his applica-
tion. Not everyone is accepted. The 
total cost per student is much more 
than the $300 and the additional cost 
are covered sponsoring companies, 
clubs and corporations. I am proud 
to say the WFFC is a contributor.

Activities are conducted on the 

grounds of a Christian church camp 
located on Hicks Lake in Lacy. The 
site offers group ‘bunkhouse’ accom-
modations for all students, a large 
meeting facility which includes a 
dining room and food preparation 
kitchen, a large lawn area for casting 
instruction and two fishing piers on 
the lake front. Three meals are pro-
vided each day. I stayed in a dorm.

The students, 19 boys and 1 girl, 
and parents arrived on Saturday 
morning for final registration. 

The students were all assigned 
seating, and each was supplied with 
a hat, fishing vest with some basic 
tools, t-shirt, hat, a fly box and some 
reference material including a basic 
fly-tying manual. A short indoctrina-
tion speech was presented describing 
the planned activities for the week 
and providing assurances for the 
parents of students well being.

After dorm assignments, each 
student was assigned a rod and reel 
and instructed in stringing them up 
followed by a casting demonstration. 
Classroom instruction then followed. 
Divided into three groups, each 
group attends one of the fly-fishing 
skill development sessions consist-
ing initially of three basic topics: 
casting, fly tying and knot tying. 
During casting sessions students 
are required to wear eye protection. 
The skill development classes are 
conducted for three days running.

Other presentations are pro-
vided to fill the days completely. 
These include programs on:

• water safe-
ty (Coast Guard Aux.)

•  streamside ethics
•  stillwater fishing techniques 
•  etymology
•  fish biology
•  sustaining living riv-

ers (Dr. James Karr)
• matching the hatch
• fisheries conservation/princi-

pals of ecology (US Fish & Wildlife)
• invasive species (USFW)
Most mornings and evenings the 

students were driven by counselors in 
county vans to various fishing spots. 
The destination was either to a stream 
environment (the Deschutes River) 
or a nearby catch and release pond. I 
usually went along on the ventures to 
the pond and provided guidance on 
casting, retrieving and, on occasion, 
playing and landing a fish. On those 
days it was 5 AM breakfast (yawn).

Friday afternoon the fly-cast-
ing instructor, Robert Gerlach, 



Birkner Wins 2019 
Boyd Aigner 
Competition

by Bill Neal, Awards Committee Chairman

Congratulations to Bob Birkner for being the 
overall winner in the 2019 Boyd Aigner Competi-
tion.  Nice performance by two first timers in the 
Competition--Marcia Kindinger and Jim Beck.

Here are the results, listing the top three flies 
in each category and the overall winners:

Dragonfly:

1 Bob Birkner
2 (tie) Marcia Kindinger
2 (tie) David Hart - Project Healing Waters

Green Drake nymph:

1 Chuck Ballard
2 Jim Beck
3 Dick Brening

CDC Biot:

1 Dick Brening
2 (tie) Chuck Ballard
2 (tie) Jim Beck

Overall:

1 Bob Birkner
2 Chuck Ballard
3 Jim Beck

Congratulations and thank you to all participants.
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conducted a casting competition with rings and hoops 
and distance measurements. I thought that some of the 
less capable casters might be reluctant to try, but every 
student stepped up and took a shot. It was impressive 
to see some young people who had never handled a fly 
rod cast up to 56 feet with some very nice loops. That 
evening there was a BBQ dinner and a big campfire.

Saturday was getaway day starting with a clean-up 
of the fly-tying area, cleaning and stowing all the rods 
and reels and packing up and cleaning of the dorms.

After lunch the parents started arriving. Each stu-
dent was presented with a certificate of completion and 
a couple of awards were presented. I had the honor of 
presenting the Bruce Furgeson award, in this case to a 
young lady who “demonstrated the highest dedication to 
developing fly fishing skills and who has demonstrated 
the most improvement in the practice of these skills.”

Just when everybody stood up in anticipation of de-
parting, a shout arose and all the grads were told to form a 
line on one side of the room and I announced that all week 
they had been learning and fishing with rods and reel be-
longing to the camp but now they were going home with 
their own and each was presented with a 5 wt. rod, reel 
and line package plus a complete fly tying kit. Surprise!
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Cooper Lake
June 26, 2019 

Decided I’d had enough human 
interaction at the shop for the week, 
so did a mental health break at Coo-
per lake Wednesday.  It’s about 
a two and a half hour drive from 
north Seattle, including breakfast.  

The weather was bright and sunny, 
and the mountains in the Alpine Lakes 
Wilderness at the end of the lake were 
lit up beautifully!  An excellent start 
to the day.  The first trout was a 12 
incher, on a nymph, in about three 
minutes.  Many more followed suit for 
the next two hours.  T shirt weather, 
cold beer, trout, what more could you 
want?  Ask and you shall receive!

The first thunder came from just 

up the hill, the next was about two 
seconds behind a huge flash!  A 
massive thunder head boiled over the 
west ridge, pushing what must have 
been two inches of rain in 20 min-
utes!  Lightning came fast, and the 
hits and booms were simultaneous.  I 
saw a tree on the west side get hit, and 

could smell the ozone.  Not a good 
time to be on the lake.  I headed to 

shore post haste and slogged up 
the boat ramp that had been turned 
to mud.  Several of the banks got 

washed into the lake, and the bite 
was off, for sure!  Temps dropped 
twenty degrees.  What a storm!  It 
was over in less than half an hour.

Needless to say, I packed up, 
put on some dry stuff, and drove 
home.  Tally for the day, about a 
dozen rainbow trout, a break from 
work, and I didn’t die.  All good.

Dave Schorsch    

Rat Lake
Fished Rat lk once again over 

the 4th . Four fish 3 12” and one 
bigger one that of course got away. 
The water is getting too warm for 
me to torture the fish till fall.

I also tried Dry lk near Man-
son. Saw one really big bass caught 

but I only caught bluegills.
Drove up to Green lk but 

didn’t fish. I did see several trout 
swimming near the shore.

Also saw the deer heard wait-
ing for the fall hunters.

Chuck Ballard

Fishing Reports



July, 2019 
Meeting Announcement

  

Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month 
at the Seattle Tennis Club, 922 McGilvra Blvd. E. 
This month’s program is on July 16. The Wet Fly hour 
begins at 5:30 PM and dinner is served at 6:45 PM.
This month:
Keith Roe, our July 16th Dinner Meeting Speaker will 
tell us how to fly fish for Lahontan cutthroats that 
cruise the shallows and along the shores of Omak Lake, 
that range 5/6 pounds and as large as 15 pounds.

Come hear Keith tell us how to catch these big fish 
and where to catch them in Omak Lake.

Washington Fly Fishing Club
P.O. Box 639
Mercer Island, WA 98040
www.wffc.com


