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President’s
Riffle

spend comes right back to the club. Of course to make all 
this possible we need your donations. Rod’s, reels, books, 
(new and used) anything you think might appeal to our 
members and guests is appropriate. A monetary donation 
is also much appreciated and will help defray the cost of 
hosting this festive evening. Look for the “make a dona-
tion” pick on the event signup page. Kerry Hodges and 
Stephanie Hagen have stepped up to produce this event 
again this year (thank goodness!) and they will outline 
the logistics of getting your donated goods and services 
to the party elsewhere in this issue of the Creel Notes.

The other key club maintenance activity that kicks 
off this time of year is the populating of our Offi-
cers, Board and Committee Chairs for service in the 
coming year. The nominating committee is hard at 
work on this and if you are lucky enough to get “the 
call” please say yes. You will be surprised how much 
fun being a part of running the club really is!

Tight Lines,

John 

As the days get shorter 
and the morning and eve-
nings cooler it’s a remind-
er that our trout season is 
quickly coming to an end. 
Sure there are a couple 
of club outings left this year (Big Twin Lakes and Wet 
Buns) but for me anyway its time to start taking down 
some of the rods, sorting through the flies that are left 
and generally doing some maintenance on the gear.  

This got me to thinking about one of my most important 
aids to our sport that annually need a little TLC. Namely 
our very own club, the venerable WFFC. Although the 
programs and outings are all free or subsidized heavily for 
our members the club pays full retail. Typical top drawer 
speakers at our monthly dinner meetings don’t come cheap. 
Food, drinks and the countless man hours that go into host-
ing a typical dinner meeting or outing also requires a sub-
stantial kitty to draw from. On top of all this, administrative 
costs including website development and maintenance, 
insurance, fees associated with our tying and casting class-
es, conservation campaigns, storage fees etc are substantial.  

Luckily for us we have this semi magical formulae 
for keeping the club in the chips. Its know as the WFFC 
Christmas Party and Fundraiser. This is the sole source for 
our annual funding needs and you can help!  Sign up to 
attend and invite your friends to the December 19th bash.  
Choose one of the delicious entrees on offer that will pair 
nicely with the red and white wine at every table. Bring lots 
of cash and bid for really cool gear, guided trips, desti-
nation accommodations, wine, art and more. As always 
there will be a silent and live auction and every dime you 
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At the last club meeting, John G. 
suggested  I write up a brief piece 
for the Creel Notes about the terri-
ble plight of Columbia system and 
salmon, similar to what I said at 
the meeting.  Facing a deadline or 
maybe past it and having fumbled 
away the intervening time, I offer the 
following editorial from the Lewiston 
(Idaho) Morning Tribune as a pos-
sible alternative that makes some of 
the same points that I would have. By 
the way,  I disagree with the edito-
rial’s sympathy with the catch and 
kill crowd ay the end of the piece.

Bill Redman

LMT Editorial: If fish 
recovery is working, 
where are the fish? 
Oct. 9, 2017 
 
It’s been more than three months 
since Congresswoman Cathy McMor-
ris Rodgers, R-Wash., launched her bid 
to leave the federal government’s fish 
recovery efforts along the lower Snake 
River locked in place. 
 
If anything, the case for doing that has 
become weaker. 
 
As of now, U.S. District Court Judge 
Michael Simon has ordered the 
federal dam community to undertake 
yet another plan to recover salmon. 
It’s the fifth time a federal judge has 
determined the government - after 
spending more than $15 billion during 
more than 20 years- has failed to com-
ply with the Endangered Species Act. 
 
Under Simon’s order, the agencies 
may have to show whether taxpayers 
and ratepayers are getting a return on 
the investment they’ve been mak-
ing in the four dams along the lower 
Snake River. Given the slide in naviga-
tion and the changes in the region’s 
demand for hydropower, that’s more 
than a reasonable question to ask. 
 
On another front, Simon wants the 

federal dam community to allow more 
spill next year to help young fish mi-
grate to the Pacific Ocean. 
 
But McMorris Rodgers, joined by four 
colleagues - Reps. Jaime Herrera Beut-
ler and Dan Newhouse, both R-Wash., 
Greg Walden, R-Ore., and Kurt 
Schrader, D-Ore. - wants Congress to 
suspend Simon’s order and leave in 
place until 2022 the recovery plan he 
rejected as inadequate. 
 
They contend the Federal Columbia 
River Power System’s plan is working 
well enough. 
 
Where are they getting that? 
 
Not from the most recent fish counts. 
 
For instance, the number of return-
ing wild spring/summer chinook that 
reached Lower Granite Dam was put 
at 7,500 this year - down from 21,000 
two years ago. 
 
Last month, Idaho responded to a 
disappointing A-run steelhead by 
imposing a catch-and-release season. 
The Fish and Game Commission may 
relent by allowing a limited season, 
but only because fish counts have 
trended slightly upward. Even at that, 
there are anglers who argue doing so 
puts wild fish at some risk. 
 
Nor is there any evidence of a ground-
swell of support. No member of Con-
gress has signed on as a co-sponsor of 
the McMorris Rodgers bill since June 
29. 
 
In fact, a contingent of fish advocates 
- such as Idaho Rivers United and the 
Idaho Conservation League - recently 
wrote Congressman Raul Labrador, 
R-Idaho, expressing their “deep grati-
tude for your decision not to co-spon-
sor” the McMorris Rodgers bill. 
 
None of which has deterred McMorris 
Rodgers - the highest ranking Republi-
can woman in Congress - from taking 
the next step. 
 
Thursday, the measure goes to a 
hearing before the Water, Power and 
Oceans subcommittee of the House 
Natural Resources Committee. 
 

Among the members of the panel is 
newly elected Rep. Greg Gianforte, 
R-Mont. 
 
Who know what comes next? 
 
Perhaps McMorris Rodgers will find 
her handiwork attached to a piece of 
must-pass legislation such as a con-
tinuing resolution to keep government 
open or a Hurricane Maria relief bill. 
 
So who’s interest is McMorris Rodgers 
serving here? Perhaps an angler or an 
outfitter who is less than thrilled with 
a catch-and-release steelhead fishing 
season might ask her. - M.T. 
 
 

Editorial



Announcements

Club Aims and Purposes
The purpose of this club shall be:

1. To improve and increase the sport 
of Fly Fishing in the State of 
Washington.

2. To promote and work for the 
betterment of trout streams and 
lakes.

3. To encourage and advocate the con-
servation and increase of trout, 
steelhead, and salmon in state 
waters.

4. To promote a campaign of education 
against pollution in streams, lakes 
or Sound waters of the State of 
Washington.

5. To encourage and assist others —
particularly young persons of high 
school age—to become fly fishers 
and true conservationists.
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Help Support our club’s annual fund 
raiser to funds our 2018 conservation 
projects, fishing outings, youth, and 
community service outreach pro-
grams.

We need your item donations now for 
the Raffle Tables and the Silent and 
Live Auctions.

If you have items such as dinners, 
weekend stays, art work, fly fishing 
gear, or guided fishing trips that you’d 
like to donate to our great cause, now 
is the time!

Please contact Kerry Hodges (206) 
226 8828 or email: kerry.o.hodges@
gmail.com, and like Santa, she will ar-
range to pick up your items or arrange 
printed auction gift certificates.

Help make out December 
19th Christmas Holiday a great success 
to fund our 2018 WFFC programs and 
events.  Make a call now to support your 
club with a donation!
 
 
WFFC Christmas Fundraiser Commit-
tee

PROJECT 
HEALING 
WATERS 

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing 
is a National nonprofit organization 
headquarters’ in Virginia. WFFC 
has been involved since May 2008. 
The Club has a Memorandum of 
Agreement with PHWFF, howev-
er, the Foundation is the primary 
funding source for our work. We 
also have a budget with PHWFF 
for some of our work. We also re-
ceive several thousand dollars a 
year in donations of equipment and 
money from around the state.

We have 9 club members who 
are regular participants and 4 part-
time volunteers. We have two 
locations in the Greater Puget 
Sound Medical Care System:

Seattle VA at Compass 
House in Renton, Tuesdays 
1000-1200; any veterans

American Lake VA in Ta-

coma Thursdays 1500-1600; 
PTSD resident veterans only

The Seattle group gave 66 hours 
for 10 fly tying classes and 2 cast-
ing classes at outings. There were 
6 regular veterans in attendance.

The American Lake Group gave 
150 hours for 13 fly tying classes and 
2 casting classes at outings. There 
were 57 veterans participating.

We had 2 outings this quarter, one in 
July at a private lake near Graham. It 
is stocked with 2# -- 5# trout.  Vol-
unteers put in 40 hours on that one.

We had another outing on the Yaki-
ma in in September. It is a combined 
outing for all the Northwest PHW 
Region.  We sent 4 teams to the event.  
There were 24 boats on the river 
September 9th.  Hugh Clark caught a 
17” trout, the largest caught by any 
of the 24 volunteers in the boats. He 
won a 5-weight rod! The volunteers 
donated 68 hours to that event! 

That makes 224 hours donated 
by our members for this quarter! 

Respectfully, 
Jim McRoberts, PHW Lead

Thumbs up all around after bringing in the big fish



Bolivian Jungle
By Jay Deeds
Scott Hagen and I met my brother, 

Craig in Miami to begin our adven-
ture into the Bolivian jungle to fish 
the Secure River for Golden Dorado.  

After overnighting in Santa Cruz 
we caught a Cessna 206 for a two 
hour flight into a jungle landing strip 
at the native village of Asunta. We 
were met there by the guides, and lots 
of the villagers. Luckily I had taken a 
large bag of candy to handout to the 
children, and they finished it off in 
short order with a little help from their 
mothers. Our bags were loaded into 
long-tailed boats for our trip to the 
lodge about 15 minutes up river from 
the village. We were the only 3 guests 
at the lodge which meant that we each 
had our own wall tent with shower 
and flush toilet. There was a large 
clubhouse, built with local hardwood, 
with an open bar, lounging area and 
dining room. The food was very good.

Each morning we would go on the 
river with a guide, two in one boat and 
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Fishing Reports

Rat lake 
I fished Rat lake September 29, 

the weather was cool for eastern 
Washington however there was very 
little wind so it was a great day.

The day started out slow ,but con-
tinued to improve until I quit fishing at 
5:30pm . The fly that worked best was 
a streamer pattern on a full sink line.

I caught and released 11 fish 
all about 16” with two at 12” . 

There was no surface activity at all ,and 
only one other fisherman on the lake. This 
is a great flyfishing lake that is located ap-
proximately 6 miles above Brewster Wa.

Chuck Ballard

Sol Du river    
Spent a long weekend with Lynn and 

family at Rialto beach near Forks.  Was 
able to break away, and join ex member 
Bob Tarleton on his upper Sol Duc spread 
for half a day of boulder hopping.  Awe-
somely beautiful fall colors, with bull elk 
bugling across the crystal clear river. 

We skated foam bugs with rubber legs 

behind the boulders for sea run cutts that 
show up there in September, and hang out 
most of the winter. The aggressiveness of 
the fish made up for their size, with most 
in the 14 to 16 inch range.  A few early 
coho were seen spooking around in some 
of the clear pools, no shot at them.  We 
probably picked up a fish every hun-
dred yards of river, or so, which seemed 

farther because of the really slippery 
rocks.  A wading staff is mandatory!

This fishery is great fun and will be 
available as long as the river is rel-
atively low.  There is a lot of access 
from 101, as it crosses this section at 
least 5 times!  I may try again in ear-
ly November if the rains hold off.

Dave Schorsch

Above, Schorsch serves up a 
nice one on the Sol Duc.

one in the other. The boat with the sin-
gle guy went up river where the river 
was smaller and the pools smaller and 
the two other guys went down river. In 
all we probably navigated and fished 
20 kilometers of river. I thought the 
scenery up river was spectacular and I 
had my best fishing up river also.  We 
all caught Dorado which are spectacu-
lar fighting fish – lots of jumping and 
thrashing.  The largest was estimated 
at 13 kilograms or about 28 pounds.  

All of our fishing was done with 8 
or 9 weight rods with floating lines and 
large dark (mostly black) streamers. 
The favorite seemed to be the Andino 
Deceiver which has large lead eyes. 
It took a bit to get the hang of casting 
large weighted flies long distances and 
into tight spaces. The Dorado seemed 
to hang out near cover where they 

Jay and his boatmen with a nice Dorado

Jay Deeds holds up a trophy 
Pacu
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could ambush their prey as it came 
along in the current. It was hard to 
keep your fly moving fast enough to 
get the Dorado interested. We fished a 
lot of down timber of which there was 
plenty, especially in the lower river. 

Jay and Scott each caught a Pacu 
of about 20 pounds, but the most 
unusual catch was Scott’s 25# cat-
fish, which attacked his fly with a 
vengeance. Scott said that it is the 
strongest fish he’s ever had on his 
line.  It finally went into the bank 
and tangled on a log. The boatman 
jumped in and tailed the beauti-
ful fish before it could break off.

One of the highlights of the trip was 
watching a local boatman, Coty, fish 
during our lunch break one day.  He 

Left, Scott 
Hagen shows 
off an impres-
sive catfish 
that weighed 
in at 25 lbs. 
Below, a local 
greeting com-
mittee meets 
the plane

took his 90 pound test hand line with 
a large hook attached and baited it 
with a small piece of Sabalo that Craig 
had caught and waded in and threw 
it into a pool. He was soon fast to a 
small catfish. He rebaited with a larger 
piece of meat and proceeded to catch 
another even larger catfish. To top it 
all off he rebaited again and in short 
order was hooked to a 15# Dorado 
which he also landed and released.  
All this took only about 20 minutes. 
He and his family as well as others in 
the village ate very well that evening.  

We all agreed that this was 
a great experience and are con-
sidering a return visit. If you are 
adventuresome, give it a try.

The words peaceful and beautiful 
come to mind when fishing an estuary. 
Especially true for Nastucca Estuary 
on the Oregon coast about 20 miles 
south of Tillamook Bay. The tidal 
influence runs about two miles up 
the river where most everyone fishes 
the deep hole for Chinooks (Kings). 

With a friend from Seattle and 
another from Oregon I drove 
down to Pacific City late Sun-
day night, September 17. 

The following morning we head-
ed to the local fly shop owned by 
Jack Harrell. Jack is a great guy who 
chatted with us for 45 minutes on the 
local scoop on technique and flies to 
catch Chinooks running through the 
estuary. Yes, this included anchor-
ing on the hog line and casting flies 
toward a deep hole – my first hog line 
experience. All the locals in dories 
were friendly and helpful with tips 
on how to fish these big Chinooks 
and how and where to chase them 
once the anchors were hauled up. I 
was lucky to hook into a 16-pounder 
that took almost 25 minutes to finally 
get to the boat. My 8-weight rod was 
screaming at me to take care. Back in 
the hog line I hooked a second King 
that I handed off to my friend. That 
second Chinook came in at 13 pounds. 
The next day my other friend pulled 
in a 23-pounder. Another boat nearby 
landed one over 30 pounds! The hot 
fly of the day was the flame orange 
“comet”, the other the “rainbow 
clouser” (tied with a little pink be-
tween the white and green buck tail). 

One morning, we boated out 2 
miles to the mouth of the estuary 
to survey the ocean scene. As wind 
gusts of 40 MPH hit us we decid-
ed it best not to venture out into 
the salt. The Chinooks bite almost 
always comes with the flood. 

And just to be as informed as 
possible I purchased a book, Oregon 
Chinook Flies, by Jay Nicholas to 
keep me busy on coming winter days.  

Tight Lines, Tom Neu

Nastucca



Washington Fly Fishing Club

P.O. Box 639

Mercer Island, WA 98040

  October 2017 
Meeting Announcement  

Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month at 

the Seattle Tennis Club, 922 McGilvra Blvd. E. 

This month’s program is on October 17. The Wet Fly hour begins at 
5:30 PM and dinner is served at 6:45 PM.

This month: The speaker for the October meeting is Don Thomas.  Don is a 
regular contributor to Northwest Fly Fishing Magazine.  His informative articles 
focus on Alaska and Montana.  Don is a physician in Lewistown Montana.  We will 
be going “down under” in November; Don will explore the possibilities of fly fish-
ing in Australia.  I am sure he will answer questions about Alaska and Montana.
Bob Burdick, assistant to the second VP for programs


