
                                                                                                   September, 2008 

Inside….. 

     President’s Riffle 
 
     Fellow Fly Fishermen, 
 
     For those of you who have fol-
lowed my ramblings in this space 
this year, you know I like to write 
about the seasonal events around 
us. This month is no different, 

except that perhaps I write with even more gusto, be-
cause it’s about September. 
     How I love this month in the Northwest! Perfect 
weather, fewer crowds, hungry fish preparing for the 
winter ahead...an angler’s dream. By the time you get 
this, the Scenic Beach outing may likely have passed 
(Sept. 13th-14th), but there’s still time to get out to the 
Golden Gardens event on the 27th. Don’t let this month 
pass you by without wetting a line! 
     As is normal for the September general meeting, we 
will be creating the Nominating Committee this month. 
This is the time to put forward your candidate to repre-
sent you in discovering and nominating officers and 
trustees for the 2009 board. 
     Another great reason to attend this month is to see 
Tim Borski, our featured speaker, and learn some fantas-
tic tying techniques. You can read more about Tim on 
pg. 2. 
     I’ve had some of my most memorable fishing trips in 
September, including several to the Bristol Bay region 
of Alaska. I’ve hooked monster rainbows while averting 
huge brown bears, battled leaping coho, and presented 
dry flies to that beautiful denizen of the northern waters, 
the arctic grayling, all in the wild, spectacular scenery 
that is that part of the world.  
     But with the recent announcement of the Republican 
VP candidate, I’m reminded of the imminent threat to 
that area posed by the pending Pebble mine. No matter 
your political bent left or right, as a fisherman I would 

think it impossible to support such a risky undertak-
ing, yet unfortunately that is exactly what the VP 
candidate does, for an environmentalist she is not.   
     If the project goes through and they build the 
enormous dams they are proposing, a seismic event 
could spell complete catastrophe for the region. The 
Exxon Valdez spill would be an inkblot in compari-
son should one of these dams release their billions 
of gallons of toxic sludge. The salmon would be 
gone, along with the dream vacations of many an-
glers. 
     I urge you to learn the latest about what is going 
on up there, so in addition to Trout Unlimited’s 
website, here are links for more information: 
 
     http://www.flyfisherman.com/alaska/jrpebble/ 
     http://www.bristolbayalliance.com/ 
 
Happy September to all! 
 
Bill Kuper 
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Creel Notes 
...is the official publication of the Washington 
Fly Fishing Club. Subscription is free with 
membership. 
 
Jim van de Erve … Editor and Publisher 
425-489-0971    jimvde@comcast.net 

Club Aims and Purposes 
 
The purpose of this club shall be: 
 
1. To improve and increase the sport of 

Fly Fishing in the State of Washing-
ton. 

2. To promote and work for the better-
ment of trout streams and lakes. 

3. To encourage and advocate the con-
servation and increase of trout in 
state waters. 

4. To promote a campaign of education 
against pollution in streams, lakes or 
Sound waters of the State of Wash-
ington. 

5. To encourage and assist others —
particularly young persons of high 
school age—to become fly fishers 
and true conservationists. 

 
 

President 
Bill Kuper  billk@digitalfarm.com 

 
Co-1st Vice President  

Pat Peterman  patpeterman@verizon.net 
 

Co-1st Vice President  
Craig Koeppler  ckoeppler@qwest.net 

 
2nd Vice President  

Keith Robbins  flymooch@aol.com 
 

Co-2nd Vice President  
Steve Sunich  sgsassociatesllc@cs.com 

 
Secretary 

Jim Morrison  jamescmorrison@mailhome.com 
 

Treasurer 
Scott Hagen  scott4fish@comcast.net 

 
Ghillie(s) 

Jim Macdonald  macdonaldco@msn.com 
Marty Leith  mleith@gvakm.com 

 
Trustees 

Richard Embry ‘06  Gene Gudger ‘06 
Mike Wearne ‘07  Ed Sozinho ‘07 

Rocco Maccarrone ‘08   Ed Pettigrew ‘08 

Important Changes for Christmas Party 2008 
   by Craig Koeppler, 2008 Christmas Party Chairman 
 
     After WFFC’s long and successful run at the College Club, our 
holiday fundraiser at the Seattle Tennis Club will see some important 
changes this year. Members will need to consider these changes when 
planning your attendance.  
 
• The Christmas Party and Fundraiser will be December 16th. 
• Space may be limited to 160 participants. In the past, attendance 

has varied from about 175 to 190. The Seattle Tennis Club and 
WFFC are working on a seating plan to accommodate as many as 
comfortable in the main dining room. 

• If attendance is limited to 160, only the first 160 applications re-
ceived will be guaranteed.  Reservation forms received after the 
allowable attendance is fulfilled will not, by necessity, be honored. 
As we near the attendance limit imposed by the Seattle Tennis 
Club, a possibility exists that entries received for large parties 
could only be partially honored. 

• Dinner seating at the Seattle Tennis Club will likely be at long, 
rectangular tables, rather than the 8 to 10 place tables we are used 
to. 

• Reservation forms will first be available in the October Creel 
Notes. Thereafter, reservation forms will be available in the No-
vember Creel Notes and at the October and November monthly 
meetings. 

• Reservation forms can only be accepted with full payment for all 
reservations. Example: if you wish to reserve five table places, the 
entire dinner cost must be received with your reservation, or the 
reservation will not be honored. Sorry, no exceptions, under any 
circumstance. 

• Cancellations will result in forfeiture of the reservation. 
• WFFC is working with the Seattle Tennis Club to determine our 

December dinner costs. Costs for dinner will be higher than 2007. 
 
     The Christmas Party this year looks to be just as exciting as past 
years.  The point of this notice is, gentlemen, make your reservations 
early to avoid any difficulties. 

September Speaker: Tim Borski 
 
     Tim Borski has a unique, award-winning style of painting, and is 
an entertaining writer of fishing and fly-tying articles. He describes his 
extensive fishing travels in limited speaking engagements. Fishing 
around the house in the Florida Keys was really exceptional this past 
year, so other than the occasional business jaunt, Tim has been happy 
to be at the rod and easel at home. We are lucky to have him present at 
our September meeting. 
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On the Fly   by David Ehrich 

At the August WFFC meeting, our president, 
Bill Kuper, shook the gavel and wished the mem-
bership a good evening. We immediately headed to 
a flurry of fishing reports and a couple guests. High 
points included trophies on Leach Lake, late-night 
fishing on tributaries to the Columbia, and an 
“annual report” from Frank Weber, who plied the 
waters of Idaho and Montana. A few highlights: The 
Madison River let Frank down despite the “best 
guide on the river.” A tactical retreat led to the Bea-
verhead yielded the new guide’s weight in browns to 
very small nymphs. The Bitterroot was disappoint-
ing. Lots of folks went to Montana and worked with 
higher water levels than other years, especially east 
of the divide. Yours truly dodged high runoff by 
fishing the Big Horn River and then heading to the 
southwest side of the state. Big days were had on 
Rock Creek as well, especially the upper waters.  

Other anglers were in the high waters of Wyo-
ming and high lakes of Washington. Mike Wearne 
and I traded reports of the high lakes trip in the 
Beartooth Absaroka Wilderness Area. Some lakes 
featured a small brook trout for every cast, while 
others took streamers on a sink tip to find the big 
Cutts. I liked the latter better, but it was a lot of 
work to cast in 30 mph winds above 10,000 ft. 

Kris Kristofferson briefed us in rather brief 
shorts about progress on Home Waters. We are on 
schedule to show Darlene, the RV camp owner, the 
plans and get her approval in order to sign lots of 
papers. After Darleen approves, the County has to 
get in the act. Look for news of a work party on the 
web site. 

Robert Tovar gave us a look at September’s 
trips. For September 13th to 14th, Jay Deeds thinks 
we will have a good time on Hood Canal, either off 
his property or from your boat. He’ll have other sug-
gestions for the current hot spots. We’ll also have a 
good day outing at Golden Gardens on September 
27th. October 3rd to 5th will find us at Dry Falls for 
the traditional fall outing, and we should have a 
mid-month work/fish party at the Home Waters site 
on the Yakima. 

Bob reminded guests and member of the various 
programs that the WFFC sponsors. The Reel Recov-
ery outing will take place in September 10th and 11th 
at Sleeping Lady in Leavenworth. Call Kris K. for 

more information. He would love to have more of us 
pitch in for one or both days. 

Let me pause from the business of the evening 
and take a moment to comment on the warm apple 
turnovers, glazed in caramel sauce. Deeeelicious! 
The STC didn’t let us down for the main course ei-
ther, serving up a lovely poached salmon with pick-
led corn garnish. Yummy. 

Keith Robbins gave us the low down on to-
night’s Annual Round Tables: Practical Fishing 
Knots, Yakima Strategies, North Umpqua Steelhead, 
and Using the WFFC Web site. Next month, Tim 
Borski will share his art, made famous in several 
Patagonia clothing catalogs and share some of his 
amazing flies. 

We inducted new member Jim Broz, with the 
usual warnings from Gil Nyerges and call to ser-
vice. We also voted on a couple lucky fellows who 
sailed by with strong support.  

After the usual business, members chose their 
table and enjoyed a night of informative discussion. 
I listened in on John Schuitemaker’s talk about the 
Yakima. He’s getting to be quite the expert and 
shared many pieces of advice. My favorite, and ad-
vice that is quite true from my experience: fishing 
the Yak takes work and should never be taken for 
granted.  

John Schuitemaker presenting on the Yakima River,  
with Richard Embry discussing knots in the background 
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Kamchatka 2008   by Gene Gudger 
 
     This year airline service was reestablished be-
tween Anchorage and Petropavlovsk, allowing rea-
sonable access to the Kamchatka Peninsula and pro-
viding the opportunity for a second trip to this spe-
cial fishery. I was joined by four friends from North 
Carolina on our Russian flight, which departs An-
chorage about 7:00 am every Monday. After a four-
hour flight that crossed the date line, we arrived 
about 9:00 am the following day. This left ample 
time to take the one and a half hour helicopter flight 
to the southeastern corner of this peninsula and the 
Savan River. The chopper carried eight fishermen, 
four boats and rowers, a cook, and a translator, along 
with food and gear. We floated six days on the river 
before being picked up again by chopper.  
     Kamchatka fishing is much like our Alaska fish-
ery. We were targeting the large rainbows feeding 
behind salmon reds. August sees a strong chum run 
that provides eggs for the bows and char and, of 
course, carcasses for the ever-present grizzly popu-
lation. The latter are constantly fishing with you.  
Although two mining scientists and one runner had 
been killed by bears a week before our arrival, the 
ones on the river seemed to be well-fed and paid us 
little mind.  

 

Gene Gudger (middle) in Kamchatka  
with fishing buddies Frank and Jenice 

 

     We are told by Russian fishery folks that rain-
bows in these rivers migrate to the salt once for a 
two-year stay before returning. Because of this, we 
caught no fish smaller than about 18” with the most 
common measuring about 22” and a number in the 
28 ½” range. The latter weighed up to nine pounds. I 
would guess that each person averaged 15 bows a 
day along with tons of char depending on the fly of 
choice.  
     The Savan is a shallow stream easily waded and 
requires nothing more than a 6-wt and dry line. Flies 
were the same that one would use in Alaska: dry 
flies, egg patterns, egg-sucking leaches in all colors, 
fry and mouse patterns. All but the latter were effec-
tive on char and chums. At some holes one could 
stand and catch 25 char without moving a foot on 
probably 30 casts, so mouse patterns were popular. 
It was rare to catch anything but bows twitching 
mice. My fishing partner even hooked and landed a 
chum that lightly sipped a #12 caddis. 
     All in all Kamchatka provides a great trip. There 
is, however, a significant downside dealing with 
Russian air travel. This year a flight was cancelled, 
shortening our trip, and two years ago the serving 
airline went bankrupt, resulting in loss of fare and 
cancellation of the trip. It is questionable if the cur-
rent air service will survive. 
 
100_0415.JPG 
July 3-27: BC, Montana, & Idaho 
   by Dick Stearns 
 
     When DeVonne and I arrived at Leighton Lake 
south of Kamloops, the temperature was pushing 40°
C., so we elected to stay air conditioned and drive to 
Island Lake, higher in elevation and hopefully 
cooler. Island Lake is a trophy lake about 20 miles 
south of Ashcroft purportedly producing trout to 15 
pounds, but we saw none of these, and decided to 
return to Leighton and set up camp. Mercifully, the 
temperature was cooling, and the next few days 
were good for RB to 15-20” taken on chironomids. 
Brian Chan has done a remarkable job of improving 
the fishery on the drainage from Tunkwa and 
Leighton lakes, having introduced another trophy 
lake: Morgan, which we didn’t have time to try, but 
will next year.  
     We had to leave to keep our reservations at Hi 
Hium, my 35th consecutive year. We hoped the 
warm weather would have produced a sedge hatch, 
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but there were only a few adults, so we fished emerg-
ers, and had moderate to good successes in our usual 
and accustomed spots. We toasted a catch to Ted 
Pearson’s memory near one of his favorite spots, and 
shortly thereafter, I broke my favorite rod in an act of 
neglect that I had avoided over these years and knew 
better:  I laid the rod on the boat seat with line trail-
ing back while tending to something else; and having 
the drag set too tight, a strike took the whole shebang 
rocketing toward the stern and to the oblivion of 
countless rods sunk before. Mine would not be 
counted, however, because I managed to grab it 
clumsily against the transom, breaking it below the 
ferrule. Sage says they’ll fix it.   
     Continuing on to Montana, we diverted to check 
out Duck Lake, which turned out to be a bust. The 
locals as much as said it would be, but we decided 
since we were close, we’d take a look. The locals 
were right, and the lodge didn’t look particularly at-
tractive either, so on the advice of some tourists from 
Germany, we were directed to a delightful camp-
ground inside Glacier Park and took to fishing for the 
next several days around Two Medicine Lake. A 
constant gale kept us from inflating the Zodiac and 
venturing onto the main lake, but the outlet stream 
produced some nice rainbow and brook trout within 
a hundred yards of our campsite. Evening hatches of 
small sedges were sources of some dry fly action, but 
the most interesting activity was on emergers that 
were being washed out of the main lake into a sharp 
drop off of the outlet stream. To a casual observer it 
looked like they were being taken by small finger-
lings, but the observed splashes were caused by the 
tails of 10-15” trout as they fed just below the sur-
face. Matching this hatch was a challenge, but even-
tually we took several on #18 Jasids. 
     River flows in Western Montana were averaging 
50% above normal, so we decided to skip there, and 
go on to Kelly Creek on Idaho’s Clearwater drain-
age. Of all the small streams I’ve fished, Kelly Creek 
is one of my favorites. It has a healthy population of 
beautiful West Slope Cutthroat, thanks to catch and 
release regulations enforced since the 1970’s. It’s 
relatively easy to wade; the upper reaches above the 
old Forest Service work camp are roadless, but can 
be accessed by good trails. Hopper patterns or a 
Stimulator with dropper nymph fished upstream, 
yielded cutts to 14”. Whitefish could be caught near 
our campsite for the frying pan. The only downside 
to Kelly Creek is getting there: 60 miles of 

washboard and dust can get tiresome, but it does 
seem to discourage the itinerant shoe clerk, I guess. 
     Capping off our sojourn was a tour of the wine 
country around Walla Walla after a luxurious shower 
and bed at the historic Weinhard Hotel in Dayton. 
Finally, we camped along the Ohanapecosh River 
near White Pass in the La WisWis Forest Service 
campground, a beautiful place we should have 
fished, but will go back to someday.   
     So many places, so little time.  
 
 
Dean River 2008 
   by Jim McRoberts & Scott Hagen 
 
     Scott left his house near Lake Tapps at 3:30 am 
and picked me up. We left my house at 4 am on Fri-
day, August 15th, to drive to Bella Coola. Our route 
was Sumas (too early for duty free), Williams Lake, 
Anahim Lake, and then Bella Coola. We made it in 
14 hours! The last 90 miles was on the “Freedom 
Highway”. In 1955, it took 10 hours to drive from 
Bella Coola to Anahim Lake. It is still an interesting 
drive and the steepest highway in Canada with an 
18% grade! 
     On Saturday we were flown from Bella Coola by 
helicopter (an A Star 350B2). It was a great ride 35 
miles through mountains 8000 feet high with glaciers 
to the Dean Channel and the mouth of the river near 
the old logging community of Kimsquit. We arrived 
about 10am. We had a great brunch and were on the 
river shortly after noon. The river looked to be a  

 

Scott Hagen on the Dean 
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good color, but it had been very hot and the visibil-
ity dropped to about six inches by the late evening. 
However, over the next two days it cleared and 
dropped a foot or more as the temperature returned 
to normal and the visibility increased to more than 
two feet. 
     We enjoyed six and one half days of great fish-
ing! We each hooked fish every day. Scott had 11 
steelhead to hand (five in one day!), ranging from 
14.2# (34" x 17.5") to a couple at 9. Jim had seven 
to hand (three in one day) and he landed a 39" x 19" 
buck, which on the chart 1 converts to 20.2#. Scott 
had the honor of tailing it. Scott can palm a basket-
ball, and his thumb and middle finger were more 
than 2" short of closing!  On Thursday, we fished 
down river below the falls and about a mile from 
the salt. Scott went two for four on steelhead and 
two for three on coho. The coho were around 14# 
(one was 29” x 17”, a real football) and they were 
as strong as any steelhead! The last one Scott 
hooked, he could not stop. It went around a bend  
 

Jim McRoberts on the Dean 

and then downstream back to the salt! His backing 
was abraded on some rocks along the bank and he 
lost the whole Rio Skagit 550 fly line! Bummer!   
     Most of the fish were taken using type 6 or 8 
sink tips. We used large dark flies with trailing 
hooks or tube flies. Another option was a regular 
steelhead fly with a 2” tube added above the regular 
fly or two tube flies in a row. Some flies were 
“Guide Intruder” in black, Nathan’s Stilly Magic 
tube fly, Miller’s Egg Sucking Prowler, Marty’s 
Metal Detector, and Jim’s Hot Head tube. Jim 
fished several dry flies all morning on Friday, but 
had no takers!  
     We fished with Andrew Bennett (WFFC mem-
ber), the new operator of the lodge, now called B C 
WEST. They have made several improvements and 
they do a great job. 
     Our return trip was more leisurely. Since we did 
not return to Bella Coola until 11 am, we only drove 
halfway the first day. Stopped at the 100 Mile 
House Super 8 and a great steak dinner and a bottle 
of Tinhorn Creek Merlot at a nearby restaurant. 
Easy drive home the next day.  
 
 1 All weights are calculated from the chart by Prof. Lewis 
Lum from the U. of Portland Math. Dept., which was pub-
lished in the Salmon & Steelhead Journal | Spring 2006. Arti-
cle by Pat Hoglund, “Cure for ‘Big-Fish-Itis”. 
 
 
WFFC Fly Tiers Round Table 
   by Dick Brening 
 
     At the next session of the Fly Tiers Round Table, 
we plan on tying flies for use at the club’s WET-
BUNS outing. The October session will be on the 
2nd Wednesday in October, October 8th, 7 to 9 pm. 
Come tie saltwater patterns—or anything you like! 
The community dinners should be restarted by then. 
     A special thanks goes out to the tiers who do-
nated flies throughout the year, and/or came to the 
special September session for tying flies for the 
Reel Recovery Program. All together we ended up 
donating 31 dozen flies. 
     Place: Mercer Island Covenant Church, 3200 
78th S.E. (S.E. corner of 78th S.E. and SE 32nd). 
Just south of the Mercer Island business district. 
Off-street parking is available off 78th S.E. 
     If you have any questions on directions, contact 
Pete Baird or me at the meeting or call me. 

(Continued from page 5) 
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WFFC Roster Changes   by John Schuitemaker 
 
Please make the following changes to your rosters: 
 
Add member Doug Smith to your roster. His address 
is: 
   9046 North Town Drive 
   Bainbridge Island, WA  98110 
   206-855-1642 home 
   dtennessee@msn.com 
 
John Callahan has new contact information: 
   9301 Eagle Cr. Rd. 
   Leavenworth, WA.  98826 
   509-548-2065 home 
   ajc@bmi.net 
 
Dick Robbins has a new work phone number: 
   206-328-7376 
 
New members as of January 1, 2008: 
   Ollie Cobb  
        642 NW 163rd ST  
        Seattle, WA  98177  
        206.546.1110    
        cobb.webs@gte.net 
   Robert Schor  
        9261 SE 46th ST  
        Mercer Island, WA  98040   
        206.232.4523  
        206.225.1698  
        bobschor@comcast.net 
   Gary Bergquist  
        3814 NE 82nd ST  
        Seattle, WA  98115  
        206.522.0741  
        206.718.9544   
        garybergquist@msn.com 
   John Jones  
        27500 264th AV SE  
        Ravensdale, WA  98104  
        206.695.5959  
        425.432.1133   
        riverbum.jj@gmail.com 
   Randy Heironymas  
        4414 40th AV SW  
        Seattle, WA  98116 
        206.937.3839   
        206.661.3621  
        siliqua@yahoo.ie 

      
The Secret Weapon: Monty’s Zuma 
 
Tier:   Steve Sunich 
Originator:   Ian Montgomery 
Hook:   TMC  – 9394 Size 6 to 1 
Thread:   6/0 red or hot pink 
Tail:   Extension of body material, frayed past bend 
with red tag 
Body:   Pearl Mylar tubing over hook. Attach at bend 
with tag. It is tricky to hold the body from spinning, 
but a little superglue helps. 
Wing:   Overwing - Pink bucktail, Underwing–White 
bucktail, Lateral Line–Blue Fluoro fibre 
Head:   Red thread 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tier’s Notes: 
     I have used this Ian Montgomery pattern quite fre-
quently for casting the beaches of Puget Sound. It is a 
wonderful casting fly as it never tangles and is not too 
bulky or heavy for casting with a 6-weight rod. It has 
caught very respectable silvers, blackmouth, and sea-
run cutthroat in Puget Sound. The blue lateral line 
contrasts well with the pink and white. I have mostly 
fished it near the surface with a floating line during 
cloudy days or early morning. It will bring nice return-
ing ocean fish to the surface. 
 
Note: The Secret Weapon is a new feature of the Creel Notes. It 
highlights new patterns originated by, or standard patterns 
uniquely modified by, club members. If you have a secret 
weapon that you would like to share, please let your Creel Notes 
editor know. 



Washington Fly Fishing Club 
P.O. Box 639 
Mercer Island, WA 98040 
www.wffc.com 

Meeting Announcement 

 

 
 
Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month at the Seattle Tennis 
Club, 922 McGilvra Blvd. E. 
  
The Wet Fly hour begins at 5:30 PM and dinner is served at 6:45 PM. 
 
This month: Tim Borski 
 
     Come hear this innovative painter, writer, speaker, and fly tier.  

Stamp 
here 

September, 2008 
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