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Presidentôs Riffle 
By President Gary Bergquist  

 

In the Riffle. 

Late last month my wife and I spent a 

few days in a cabin on the Skykomish 

River. As luck would have it the Sky 

was running high and fast carrying a 

lot of color.  Riffles they were none.  

The cabin sits very close to the river 

and while I would have preferred to 

have been swinging flies, sitting in a 

warm cabin sipping on a glass of 

scotch was not all that bad. Listening to the muffled roar of the 

river it did not take long for my mind to wander.  I found myself 

recollecting the days when I would spend hours upon hours wad-

ing and fishing the Sky for steelhead.  Some days were cold 

enough ones line and reel froze, some days would bring torrential 

rain, other were spring-like.  Fishing first with a single handed 10ô 

8wt with custom (read that as home-made) lines then with the 

obligatory spey rod and allegedly high performance super-duper 

lines (it costs how much!).  Not so many years ago anglers would 

flock to the Sky to fish its famed March steelhead run. Some 

would take the entire month off work in their quest.   Not anymore.  

The Sky suffered closures with such regularity it is now closed as 

per standing regulation each year, January 31st/  How many anglers, 

such as I, have simply stopped fishing the Sky and how long has it 

been since he/she has fished the Sky?  As our memories of what 

the Sky once was dim I fear the pressure on WDFW for meaning-

ful action has, over time lessened.   

Drifting oné. 

Many of us rarely fish for steelhead in Washington State and 

longer, at least seriously, the rivers of Puget Sound closing with 

distressing regularity and with no desire to contribute to the over-

crowding on the Peninsula.  Wild steelhead are fantastic creatures 

and we can do so much better for them.  How, you say?  I defer to 

the professionals at my favorite conservation organizationéthe 

Wild Fish Conservancy.  Here is some of what the Wild Fish Con-

servancy has to say:  

Wild steelhead have declined 97% in Puget 
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Sound since 1895. Of the remaining populations, more 

than half are at high risk of extinction. 

Habitat destruction, dams, harvest, and poorly conducted 

hatchery practices have all contributed to the decline of wild 

steelhead. Based on the theory that hatcheries could make up 

for habitat losses, overfishing, and dams, steelhead hatcheries 

became popular in the 1960s and 1970s.Current wild abun-

dance is likely only 1%ï4% of what it was prior to the 

turn of the 20th century, and cannot be explained by loss 

of habitat alone. In addition, NOAA Fisheries Service re-

cently assessed twenty Puget Sound wild steelhead popu-

(Continued on page 6)  

Kelly Glissmeyer  

Spring Creek Strategies  
By Bob Burdick, 2nd VP (Programs) 

Februaryôs speaker is Kelly Glissmeyer from Rigby Idaho, 

who will talk on ñSpring Creek Strategies:  A New Take on 

Fishing Technical Watersò.  As most fishermen know, fishing 

spring creek waters such as Rocky Ford Creek, or Upper Crab 

Creek in this state, or Silver Creek in Idaho, or the Metolius 

River in Oregon is particularly challenging because the water 

is usually gin clear, with a smooth non-rippled surface giving 

the fish a clear vision of whatôs going on around them.  Kelly, 

through demonstrations at Fly Fishing events, through his 
(Continued on page 2)  
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http://wildfishconservancy.org/what-we-do/advocacy/wild-puget-sound-steelhead-less-than-3-of-historical-abundance
http://wildfishconservancy.org/what-we-do/advocacy/wild-puget-sound-steelhead-less-than-3-of-historical-abundance
http://wildfishconservancy.org/what-we-do/advocacy/wild-puget-sound-steelhead-less-than-3-of-historical-abundance
http://wildfishconservancy.org/what-we-do/advocacy/wild-puget-sound-steelhead-less-than-3-of-historical-abundance
http://wildfishconservancy.org/wild-steelhead/Pagefromnmfspssteelheadrecoveryoutline_may2013.pdf
http://wildfishconservancy.org/wild-steelhead/Pagefromnmfspssteelheadrecoveryoutline_may2013.pdf
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... is the official publication of the 

Washington Fly Fishing Club. Sub-

scription is free with membership.  

Creel Notes 

Club Aims and Purposes  
 

The purpose of this club shall be:  

 

1. To improve and increase the sport 

of Fly Fishing in the State of 

Washington.  

2. To promote and work for the bet-

terment of trout streams and 

lakes. 

3. To encourage and advocate the 

conservation and increase of 

trout, steelhead, and salmon in 

state waters.  

4. To promote a campaign of educa-

tion against pollution in streams, 

lakes or Sound waters of the 

State of Washington.  

5. To encourage and assist others ñ

particularly young persons of high 

school ageñto become fly fishers 

and true conservationists.  

President  
Gary Bergquist  

 

1st Vice President (Membership)  
Scott Hagen 

 

2nd Vice President (Programs)  
Bob Burdick 

 

3rd Vice President (Christmas Party)  
Kerry Oldenburg 

 

Treasurer  
Jim Goedhart 

 

Secretary  
Stephanie Hagen 

 

Ghillie 1  
Jim Macdonald 

 

Ghillie 2  

Abe Lillard   
 

Trustees  
Roger Rohrbeck ó13  Dave Hawkinson ó13 

Mark Pratt ó14  Maury Skeith ó14 
Walt Swanson ô15 Robert Tovar ó15 

 
Club officers and chairmen can be contacted by 

logging in the WFFC website then selecting 
email (upper right corner ).  Button selection 
and message box will appear on scroll down  January Awards Night  

 Speaker Biography  

Kelly G. Glissmeyer  

Of All Things Fly Fishing 
Tying, Writing and Photography 

Kelly G. Glissmeyer has been involved in fly fishing and fly tying for more than four 

decades.  He began his passion while living in West Yellowstone, MT and has never 

looked back.  An accomplished demo fly tier with many effective patterns to his 

credit, focusing on spring creek patterns for wary 

trout; he began seeking out and fishing spring creeks 

to avoid the crowds on many western rivers.  He 

participates in numerous fly tying expos, fairs and 

conclaves throughout the western United States, as 

well as being a featured speaker and lecturer at many 

western fly fishing venues. 

In addition to fishing and tying, Mr. Glissmeyer has 

numerous magazine articles to his credit along with 

the photos for those articles and is editor of the At 

The Vise column in the International Federation of 

Fly Fishers membership publication Flyfisher magazine.  As a fly tier he has been fea-

tured in several western fly pattern books such as Bruce Staplesô Flies for the Greater 

Yellowstone Area.  He is also on the Pro Staff of Loop U.S.A. where he serves as an 

ambassador for Loop products.  He lives in Rigby, Idaho with his fly fishing wife 

Cathy.  Mr. Glissmeyer can be reached at kggliss@hotmail.com 

regular column in Flyfisher magazine, and at club presentations has developed suc-

cessful stealth techniques that he will share with us to tip the odds in our favor.  This 

is a very informative presentation and something none of you will want to miss. 

(Continued from page 1) - Program  

2014 Awards Recap 
By Bill Neal, Awards Committee Chairman 

At our January Members meeting, we recognized those who had made significant 

contributions to the Club and the community for the year 2014, as well as those who 

have entertained us with their misdeeds.  Congratulations and thank you to all.  Here 

is a brief recap. 

The Clubôs traditional Awards were presented to the following indi-

viduals: 

Empty Creel Award, to a member for service to the Club, was pre-

sented to Jim Macdonald for his continuous, dedicated, and seem-

ingly unending service as 1st Ghillie. 

Tommy Brayshaw Award, to a member for service to the community, 

was not presented, primarily because of the special and other Awards 

that will be presented for 2014.  We intend to present this Award in following years, 

and nominations from the members are always welcome. 

Half-Assed Award, to a member for acts of ñhalf-assednessò, traditionally presented 

by the prior yearôs recipient (who declined), but presented this year by Kris Kristo-

ferson, on behalf of the Awards Committee, to Bill Redman for his repeated attempts 

to shorten the length of his car top pram by crashing it into numerous overhead struc-

tures.  The traditional poem that accompanies the presentation of this Award was ex-

pertly crafted by Kris, who should unquestionably be appointed poet laureate of the 

Club. 

(Continued on page 3)  
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Letcher Lambeth Angling Craftsman Award, to an individual 

residing in Washington, Oregon, or British Columbia for signifi-

cant, lasting contributions to the sport of fly-fishing, was pre-

sented to Les Johnson for his contributions as an author, indi-

vidually and as co-author, of numerous books to educate us on 

successful techniques of fishing for sea-run cutthroat trout and 

salmon, his development of many related fly patterns, and for 

his work as an advocate for salmon, steelhead, and coastal cut-

throat trout.  Les was not able to attend the meeting, but Gary 

Bergquist, Bob Young, and your reporter presented the Award 

to Les at his new home near Silvana on Saturday, January 31.  

Les was most appreciative of this recognition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

( Continued from page 2) -  Awards  Andy Award, to a member who has ñsuffered most cruelly from 

the vagaries of Murphyôs Lawò, will be presented, although that 

is delayed until a future meeting. 

In 2000, the Club first presented the Lifetime Service Award to 

Gordy Young.  This Award is presented a senior, active member 

of the Club who has contributed significantly to the Club 

through sustained service and leadership throughout his mem-

bership and particularly during the years prior to presentation.  

The Award is seldom presented, but at our January meeting it 

was presented by Ron Dion, on behalf of the Awards Commit-

tee, to two individuals.  The first presentation was to Hugh 

Jennings for his long standing service both to the Club and to 

The Washington Fly Fishing Club Foundation, particularly as its 

Treasurer.  The second presentation was to Bill Redman for his 

long term service to the Club beginning as a Club President and 

committee chair and continuing as an advocate for wild steel-

head. 

The Awards Committee also made two special presentations. 

The first of these was made by Chuck Ballard to Jim 

McRoberts in recognition of Jimôs continuous and exceptional 

support of wild steelhead and Project Healing Waters.  The sec-

ond presentation was made by your reporter to Dave Schorsch 

in recognition of Daveôs continuous service to the Club in gen-

eral and in particular his work on conservation and expansion of 

Club outings, as well as exceptional service as Third Vice Presi-

dent for the year 2014 in organizing the very successful Christ-

mas and the 75th Anniversary Parties. 

(Continued on page 4)  President Gary Bergquist, Awards Chairman Bill Neal and Bob 
Young present Les Johnson the 2014 Letcher Lambeth Award  

Letcher Lambeth Award 

Lifetime Service Awardõs to Hugh Jennings (above photo)and Bill 
Redman (below photo), both presented by Ron Dion  



 

Several individuals were recognized for their long term mem-

bership in the ClubðDon Gulliford, Curt Jacobs, and Fran 

Wood for 60 years; Robert Bendzak for 50;and Ron 

Mazurek, Dick Stearns, and Victor Kalata for 40.  Fran was 

presented with a certificate; certificates for the others will be 

presented at the next meeting or will be mailed to their homes. 

Current President Gary Bergquist presented a past Presidentôs 

pin to outgoing President Michael Moscynski, as well as a 

Ross Gunnison 2014 Limited Edition #3 reel.  Many thanks to 

Michael from the Club. 

We again recognized Walt Swanson for winning the 2014 

Boyd Aigner Fly Tying Competition.  The patterns for the 2015 

Competition were announced, and details for it are in separate 

article in these Creel Notes.  Special thanks to Bob Burdick 

for his help with the 2014Competition. 

Finally, thanks to the other members of the 2014 Awards Com-

mittee: Pete Baird, Chuck Ballard, Dick Brening, Ron Dion, 

and Kris Kristoferson.  

(Continued from page 3) - Awards  

Fran Woodñ60 Years a member!  
(Presented by awards chairman Bill Neal)  

Presidents gavel is passed, Michael Moscynski to Gary Begquest 

 2014  Half Assed awarded to Bill Redman  
(Presented by Kris Kristoferson) 

Special presentation to Jim McRoberts by Chuck Ballard 
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Outings for 2015 
By Dave Schorsch, Outings Chairman 

This year we're going to try something a little different.  We will 

still have the usual outings that we all love and attend, with the 

difference of an outing "host" for each out-

ing.  We may have a different host for each out-

ing all season long.  ALSO, we will put any 

outing, especially day trips, on the web site with 

each "host" listed.  Anyone who wishes to host 

an outing to his or her favorite water need only 

contact me (Dave Schorsch) with the details, 

and I will see to it that it's posted on the web site.  Club mem-

bers can then contact the outing host for details and what to 

bring or help with.   

(Continued on page 5)  
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